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Allen and Cheryl Warshaw 

Robert and Margaret Annett 

Homer and Charlotte Wolf 

Edward  Czupryn, Jr. 

MEMORIES 



Park Forest Historical Society 
 

   The Park Forest Historical Society, founded in 1985 to  
promote and preserve the history of Park Forest, is an 
independent 501(c)(3) not-for-profit which presents 
programs sharing perspectives on the village’s unique 
past.  The Society supports and solicits donations and 
volunteers for the Park Forest Local History Collection and 
Archive and cares for the collection.  Check online for 
items needed for the Archive and for Volunteer tasks. The 
Society operates the 1950s Park Forest House Museum, in 
its new home at  St. Mary’s  Catholic Church, 227 Monee 
Road, and accepts donations toward expenses. 
 

   We are proud to announce the induction of seven new 
members to the Park Forest Hall of Fame today. The 
main criteria for election are consistent, substantial and 
beneficial contributions to the life and citizens of Park 
Forest over a considerable span of time.  Hall of Fame 
inductions began in 1989; the ceremony and celebration 
became an annual event in 1994. 
 

   Visitors to the 1950s Museum can purchase Carroll F. 
Sweet, Jr.’s book Park Forest – the Early Years, 1946-
1956, Jerry Shnay’s pictorial history, Park Forest Dreams 
and Challenges, Gregory Randall’s America’s Original G.I. 
Town, or 50th Anniversary calendars and postcards. 
 

   We invite you to join in the efforts to preserve, interpret 
and celebrate the history, diversity and achievements of 
Park Forest. Membership applications are available  
online. Programs are posted on YouTube for 2020-2022, 
including the 2020, 2021 and 2022 Hall of Fame 
Inductions. Contact the Society by  
e-mail:parkforesthistory1@yahoo.com or by phone at  
(708) 481-4252. Find the museum and society on 
Facebook and Twitter. 
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THE 1950S PARK FOREST HOUSE MUSEUM 
 

      The Museum began as a temporary, two-month 

exhibit at 397 Forest Blvd, as the kick-off to the 

50th Anniversary of Park Forest, hence it was the 

50th Anniversary House Museum. The Society as-

sumed responsibility for its operation in 2001. The 

museum existed at 397 Forest for nine years, hav-

ing added a second unit at 395 Forest, from Octo-

ber 2005 through May 2007.  We paid no rent due 

to the generosity of Thorn Creek Townhomes own-

er, David Clapper of Atlantic Associates. In January 

2007, we adopted the name, "1950s Park Forest 

House Museum" to increase public awareness.  

   We lost those two units in May 2007. 

   In October 2007, one unit at 141 Forest Boulevard 

offered by Central Park Townhomes, thrust us into 

paying rent, and storage for the contents of our 

second unit. New owner, Andrew Brown, Central 

Park Apartments, increased rent to $565, asked us 

to leave by May 31, 2014, extended to March 31, 

2015, then rent two months at $900.  

   Unable to purchase a cooperative due to cove-

nants or a condo due to cost, the Society moved to 

two classrooms in St. Mary’s Catholic Church, 227 

Monee Road where we continue to interpret an 

early Park Forest home, life for its residents, and 

tell the story of Park Forest. Visitors are appreciat-

ing accessibility of being on one level and in-

creased space within the museum.  All are amazed 

that the layout so closely resembles the original, 

with the actual kitchen in place. 

     Open Wednesday and Saturday 1-3:30 p.m.; or 

by appointment. 

mailto:parkforesthistory1@yahoo.com
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$200+ 
 
Therese Goodrich Family-$500 
Terry Medhurst Family-$400 

$100+ 
Barbara and Jean Arola Family 
Paul Blobaum Family 
Gordon Brenne Family 
Katherine Christopher Family 
Verena Ellenberg Family 
Georgette and Andrew Gladstone 
Mary Lubertozzi Family 
Larry McClellan Family 
Ronald Oosterbaan Family 
John Perry Family 
Ruth Ellen Saul Family 
Norman Schickedanz Family 
John and Nancy Taylor Family 
Julie Townsend Family 
Elmer and Anna Washington Family 
Warren and Janette Wood Family 
  75+ 
Kerrington Adams & Blaise Parker 
Harriet Marcus Gross Family  
Anne Marie Leofanti Family 
Mel and Janet Muchnik Family 
John Ostenburg Family 
Ann H. Rest Family 
Karen M. Smith Family 
Jerome Sugar Family 

Members 
Jane and Joe Addison 
Safiyyah Al-Amin 
Linda Basnick and Chad Johnson Family 
Karen Blackful Family 
Vicki Hall Carroll 
Ferbie Claudon 
Diana Cruz 
Maureen Cribbs 
Bob Defoe Family 
Donald DeMarco 
Marla Dillard-Lemons 
Gretchen and Walter Falk 

Friends of Thorn Creek 
Michael Gans 
Melinda Geist 
Georgette and Andrew Gladstone Family 
Lindsay Gladstone & John Hudzik Family 
Dora  Ivory 
Chris and Megan Janota 
Mary Kay Joens  
Barbara Korasek Family 
Philip Kurjan Family 
Betty McDonnell 
Dennis & Kathleen McDonough 
Judith McGee 
Bob & Jill Martin 
JoJo Martin Family 
Myrtle Martin Family 
Bernadette Morrison  
Linda Mudra Family 
Ray Myles Family 
Helen Norton 
Tava Oosterbaan 
Margo Rannells 
John Ray 
Patti Ray 
Michael Root 
Theresa Settles 
Jerry & Penny Shnay 
Jane Nicoll & Carl Stover Family 
Allan and Barbara Sturges 
Richard Stuenkel 
Tom Taradash Family 
Theresa Townsend 
Kathy Vagt 
Elmer and Anna Washington Family 
Alice Wasney 
Janet Whitson-Marcus 
Betsy Williams 
Bruce and Julia Ziegle 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEMBERS 2021-2022 
ROBERT W. AND MARGARET Q. ANNETT 

      When native New York City residents Bob and Margaret “Peggy” Annett 
decided to move to Park Forest in the mid-50s, they were inspired to do so 
by William H. Whyte’s descriptions of the new community in his influential 
articles in Fortune Magazine and book “The Organization Man.” 
      Bob Annett served in the U.S. Navy from 1943 to 1946, receiving two 
medals for his service. He later graduated from New York University in 
1950 with a degree in accounting. Peggy was a member of the US. Cadet 
Nurse Corps between 1945 and 1948 and after attending Barnard College, 
graduated from the Cornell University School of Nursing in 1948. 
The two married in 1951. In later years, and although Bob travelled and 
was transferred for work between New York and Chicago, they chose to 
live in Park Forest on three separate occasion over a 15-year period 
and always considered Park Forest their home away from home. 
     The Annetts first lived in the rental apartments at 57 Fir Street, and later 
in houses at 136 Nashua Street and 178 Westwood Drive. 
The Annett family quickly became an integral part of the growing 
community, and both were of vital importance to the building and growth 
of Church of the Holy Family, offering support, guidance, and wisdom. Bob 
arranged for bank financing to turn an unfinished  basement into 
classrooms as well as serving on numerous committees throughout the 
years. Peggy was a leader in the Tuesday School church program and was a 
member of the church’s Altar Guild. Ground for a larger church, designed 
by modern American architect Edward D. Dart, was broken in 1957. The 
church is considered one of Dart’s finest church commissions. 
     Bob was a member of the Park Forest Bridge Club, connecting residents 
throughout the village through Friday night bridge games in schools and 
social halls, both as an award-winning player and as a mentor. For years 
Peggy was a member of the Garden Club of Park Forest and helped plan, 
organize, and coordinate the annual Garden Walk. 
     The four Annett children – Robert Jr., Peg, John, and Tom – attended 
school in the village and embraced the village’s amenities from shopping in 
the Plaza, to attending the annual Pancake breakfast and Independence 
Day parade and fireworks. They took part in boys’ baseball program and 
both boy scouts and girl scout programs, in which their parents were active 
participants. 
     Although Bob (1925- 2017) and Peggy (1927-2002) are gone, their 
memories, shared with their children will last a lifetime. The award is a 
fitting 70th wedding anniversary memorial. 
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ANNUAL FUND DONORS 2021-2022 

$500 
Bob Defoe 
Therese Goodrich 

$200+ 
Paul Blobaum 
Bob and Jill Martin 
Norman Schickedanz 
Alan and Barbara Sturges 
Elmer and Anna Washington 
Bruce and Julia Ziegle 
         $100 
Kerry Adams & Blaise Parker 
Barbara and Jean Arola 
Vera Barber  
Maureen Cribbs 
Verena Ellenberg 
JoJo Martin 
Myrtle Martin 
Raymond Myles 
John Perry 

Margo Rannells 
Nicole Reed 
Carl and Jane Stover 
Theresa Townsend 
 

Donors 
Vicki Hall Carroll 
Diana Cruz 
Arnold A. DeLuca 
John and Peg Donahue 
Lindsay Gladstone &  
John Hudzik 
Barbara Korasek 
Anne Marie Leofanti 
Larry McClellan 
Judy McGee 
Samuel Maselli 
Janet & Mel Muchnik 
Laurie Walters 
 
 

 
 

In Memory of Magne B. Olson  
Larry McClellan $50 

Carl and Jane Stover $100 
Laurie Walter $50 

 

EDWARD CZUPRYN JR. 

     At the age of seven, Edward Czupryn Jr. began his lengthy family business 
career in Park Forest by working the cash register on Saturdays at Grandfa-
ther Peter Fedele’s barber shop.  
     It was Grandfather Peter who helped young Ed’s father, Edward Czupryn, 
Sr., become a successful business owner in the new village by buying a little 
currency exchange for $3,000. A steel mill strike forced Edward Sr. to look 
for work so Peter purchased the business to help the fiancé of daughter 
Florence Fedele. Edward Sr. ran the Park Forest Currency Exchange and 
gradually purchased it from Peter. 
     At the time, the currency exchange, the barber shop, Park Forest Liquors 
and Jewel were among the few businesses in the new village.  Of them all, 
Park Forest Currency Exchange is the one that has remained. 
     At first the currency exchange was housed in 135 Plaza a 200-foot space, 
next to Jewel, but as business improved and the village grew the shop was 
moved to another spot in the burgeoning Park Forest Plaza, 128 Plaza, next 
to Richman, doubling its workspace.  
     In 1984, another move, to the Jewel Foods mall, 98 S. Orchard, in Plaza 
West next to True Value, once again drastically increased their workspace. 
Now, 38 years later, the Park Forest Currency Exchange still serves the needs 
of the community in the same location, taking pride at being the oldest  
active village business.   
     From the start, the Park Forest Currency Exchange has been a family busi-
ness. Edward married Florence and they raised two children, Debbie, and 
Edward Czupryn, Jr., who, at the age of seven, worked the cash register in 
his grandfather’s barber shop each Saturday, ringing up freshly groomed 
customers. After graduating from college, Ed Jr. took over operations.  
     For more than 72 years the Park Forest Currency Exchange has been serv-
ing the needs of the community and protecting them from fraud  when 
“things didn’t seem right.” Armed with this knowledge the Police  
Department was able to seize enough money through the state Asset  
Forfeiture laws to help fund the purchase of equipment ranging from  
computers to bullet-proof vests.  
     The Czupryn family is actively involved with the Back2School Illinois pro-
gram, building school kits which are distributed by sponsors to local schools 
and military families throughout the state and over the years the business 
has purchased 400 kits, distributing them to area school districts. They have 
also sponsored youth programs and athletic teams. 
     Remaining a family owned and operated business for more than two 
generations in the same community as the result of local community  
support is a matter of pride to the Czupryn family. 
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HISTORICAL SOCIETY  

CORPORATE SPONSORS 

$5000 
Village of Park Forest 

350 Victory Drive 
Challenge Match Grant 

 
$200 Corporate Members 

The Blackbaud Giving Fund 
  

$100 Corporate Members 
 Garden Club of America 

in Park Forest 
 

Park Forest Cooperative, Area J 
 

Tower Cleaners 
Janet Fiorenzo 

230 Forest Blvd. Park Forest 
 

Wish Photography Wendy@ 
wishphotographyvideo.com 

 
$75 Corporate Member 
Trinity Lutheran Church 

 
  $50 Corporate Members 

Patricia Moore Studio 
274 Main Street, 2nd Floor 

Park Forest 

State Farm Insurance  
Mike Jordan 

308 Forest Blvd, Park Forest  
 

Tall Grass Arts Association 
367 Artists Walk, Park Forest 

 
$20 Monthly Donor 

Dianna Effner Porcelain Dolls 
 

Benefactors 
 Freedom Hall 

Nathan Manilow Theater 
410 Lakewood, Park Forest 

 
Park Forest Public Library 
400 Lakewood, Park Forest 

 
Thank You to St. Mary’s 

Catholic Church 
For daily courtesies extended 
  
 

 

Allen and Cheryl Warshaw were nominated by the Park Forest 
Historical Society for their long involvement with the Park Forest Lion’s Club 
and for personally preserving the history of the club. Allen passed away in 
2017. 

 For more than a generation whenever the Park Forest Lions Club was 
involved, Allen and Cheryl were there, organizing and helping in events from 
the annual Fourth of July carnival and concession stand in Central Park to 
raising money for club causes. 

Allen Warshaw became a club member in 1971 and was deeply 
involved in the annual July Fourth carnival, first as a worker and later as 
chairperson into the early 1990’s when it was no longer permitted. Allen was 
responsible for hiring the amusement company, directing the electrical and 
food tent setups, hiring bands and personally setting off the fireworks. 

Whatever Allen did, Cheryl was at his side while for 22 years she 
worked full time, helped raise two children, cared for her elderly parents, 
and worked towards a degree in psychology from Prairie State College. 
When women were invited to join the Lions Club, she became an official 
member.  Cheryl was instrumental in coordinating the concession area, 
which included hot food selections and helped sell tickets for rides at the 
carnival. 

Allen helped acquire a Leader Dog for a blind individual, learning 
devices for low vision students, eyeglasses and hearing aids for children and 
adults and scholarships for college students. At Easter, Thanksgiving and 
Christmas Allen and other members purchased groceries and delivered them 
to those in need. Allen, with others, once constructed a ramp for a physically 
challenged resident. 

As membership in the Park Forest club dwindled, the Warshaws along 
with some others struggled to revive and keep the club going. When the club 
disbanded Allen and Cheryl personally preserved the banners, scrapbooks 
and records until they were donated to the Society in 2014 and 2021. 

Park Forest Lions Club was among the earliest organizations in the 
village, sponsoring the carnival and a circus, and participating in parades. It 
was said that the local club once donated a lion cub to Winston Churchill.  

Park Forest’s ties to the Lion’s Club were once quite strong. What later 
became Lincolnwood Subdivision was earlier considered for the building of 
“Liondom,” the national or international headquarters for the organization. 

The Society recognizes Allen and Cheryl for their contributions and by 
nominating them we also recognize all of the people who kept the Lions Club 
a vital participant in the life of Park Forest.  We also thank the Warshaws for 
preserving the memories of the club and for passing them on to the Society. 
 
 

 

ALLEN S. AND CHERYL LEVINSON WARSHAW 
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Historical Society Board 

Jane Nicoll, President  
Chris Janota, Vice-President 

Judith McGee, Secretary     
Kerrington Adams, Treasurer 

Jane Nicoll, Archivist 
 

        Board of Directors   
Safiyyah Al Amin 

Maria Dillard-Lemons 
         Raymond Myles 
          Warren Wood     
                               

 Business Manager 

Michael Gans 
 
 

Hall of Fame Selection Committee 
  

 Kerrington Adams Therese Goodrich   
Chris Janota 

Jane Nicoll Warren Wood 
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     Life-long Chicagoans Homer Wolf and wife Charlotte learned about the 
brand-new community called Park Forest and realized that was the place for 
them to raise young daughters, Alice and Marilyn. 
     This decision came after the two were living in Dayton, Ohio where Homer 
was stationed at Wright-Patterson Air Base as a member of Army Air Corps 
during World War II.  
     In November, 1948 as village developer Philip Klutznick was asking the   
pioneer residents to take the first steps at incorporating as a village, the Wolfs 
moved to Court E-8 at 2876 Western Avenue.  
     So it was that with Homer’s eye for detail and design, and Charlotte’s 
teaching degree and college experience with politics, fundraising , music and 
theater, they put their personal stamp on the early history of the community. 
Anxious to become involved in and with Park Forest, Homer worked closely 
with Village Presidents Dennis O’Harrow and Henry Dietch, future president 
Bob Dinerstein, and friends Anthony and Leah Scariano, and James and Elaine 
Garretson. 
     With a degree in commercial arts and graphic design from the Art institute 
of Chicago, Homer drew by hand the first official map of the village, which is 
on display at our museum. Because of his keen eye for detail current maps of 
the village, even with additional streets and houses, still follow Homer’s origi-
nal design. He also drew the original logo for the Park Forest Reporter news-
paper and illustrations for columns as well as creating a distinctively Park For-
est cover for the first League pamphlet, and other booklets in the early days 
of the village. He hand drew numerous well-known company logos for  
Maytag, Sealy and Culligan, still used today, thus making a profound impres-
sion while working either for prominent advertising agencies or as a freelance 
designer, working in the background and without recognition. 
     With a degree in education, Charlotte was involved, along with Homer in 
organizing education and schools in Park Forest. After moving to Homewood 
in 1953, she became secretary of the first Board of Education; a group that 
formed the Homewood-Flossmoor High School district. 
     With college experience in fundraising, politics, theater and music she was 
an active member of the newly chartered Park Forest League of Women  
Voters, then President of the Homewood chapter, as well as a local captain in 
public television fundraising events. Charlotte became involved in the early 
days of Park Forest Playhouse and Children’s Community Theater with Homer 
designing props and backdrops.  
     Homer was deeply emmeshed with the Board of Jewish Education for 
many years which was organized to teach Jewish youth their heritage. With 
Charlotte’s teaching experience, she was surely involved. 
     Daughter Marilyn says her parents always worked as a team.  Where one 
was involved the other was always involved as well. They remained close to 
their early Park Forest former neighbors and friends all their lives. 

HOMER S. AND CHARLOTTE L. WOLF  
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HALL OF FAME MEMBERS 

2018  
Gregory C. Baker 
Mary Dankowski 
Deloris Janota 
Yvonne Robinson** 
Douglas C. Ulreich 
Committee for Non-Partisan 
    Local Government 
 

2019 
Cliff Butz 
Vivian A. Purnell 
Chuck Sabey 
Eugene P. Schmittgens, Sr. 
Mary E. Schmittgens 
Kiwanis Club of Park Forest 
 

2020 
Katherine “Katie” Felt Armstrong 
June Defoe 
Anna Bonita Dillard 
Roy R. Dillard 
Janet Fiorenzo 
Edwin Fizer 
Bruce Ziegle 

 
 
 

2021 
Ann Hernandez 
Dr. Jerome A. Kharasch, MD 
Yuan Liang 
Colonel Milan Plavsic 
John L. Scott * 
H. Thomas Stowell 

 
2022 

Robert W. Annett  
Margaret Q. Annett 
Edward Czupryn, Jr. 
Allen S. Warshaw 
Cheryl Levinson Warshaw 
Charlotte L. Wolf 
Homer S. Wolf 

HALL OF FAME MEMBERS 

                 1989   

Klutznick, Philip M.  ** 
 

                      1994 
Coxworth, Lois   
Cunningham, Bernard G.  **  
Dietch, Henry X. **   
Dinerstein, Robert A.**   
Engelmann, Gerson  * 
Helmick, Dewey * 
Hodes, Art  *    
Manilow, Nathan 
Ringering, Leona  *  
Sweet Jr., Carroll F.  ** 
Wade, Earl M.  
 

                     1995  
Garretson, Elaine S.  **  
Garretson, James L.  *  
Gold, Gertrude L.  
McDade, Tom  *  
Vande Berg, Lester B. 
 

        1996                                         

Marzuki, James *  
Marzuki, Mary Lou  
Racher, Alice B.  *   
Racher, Dr. Emanuel M. 
Scherr, Marge Friedman 
Waldmann, Charles 
 
 
 
 
 

                   1997 

Adler, Rhoda 
Bean, Ron 
Brown, Harold ** 
Brown, Rose Carol 
DeLue, Leona  ** 
DeLue, Ross  ** 
Edwards, E.C. 
Edwards, Margaret 
 

1998 
Goodrich, John 
Goodrich, Therese 
Myrow, Beverly  * 
Myrow, Gerald (Jerry) 
Orsi, Leo E. 
Scariano, Anthony ** 
Skaggs, Lester S. 
Skaggs, Ruth 
Waterman, Edward **  
 

1999 
Brenne, Lynn * 
Brenne, Wilma 
Janota, Raymond W. 
Maeyama, George 
Maeyama, Josephine * 
North, John 
Robinson, Leonard Carl 
Walker, Sam 

*- Oral History transcripts available at the Archive. 
** -Transcripts also available on the digital project, “Park 
Forest: An Illinois Planned Community” at 
www.idaillinois.org. More transcripts will hopefully be  
added soon. 
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      2008 

Bernstein, Jean 
Brown, Suzanne 
Kramer, Kenneth 
Moore, Barbara 
Nicholson, Valerie 
Washington, Elmer 
Wheeler, Michael 
 

 2009 

Kopycinski, Gary  
Martin, Myrtle C. 
O’Neill, Marty  
Ray, John R. 
  

2010 
Baker, Ivan A. “Ike” * 
Blue, Christine  
Brandon, Mae  
Cruz, Diana  
Loebl, Jerrold  
Schlossman, Norman S.  
Shnay, Jerry  
Shnay, Penny  
 

2011 
Brunner, Helen S. 
Cunningham, Florence D. 
Glassner, Adele * 
Glassner, Alvin * 
Humbert, Richard “Dick” 
Toll, Celia-Ann  
Aunt Martha’s Youth Center 

         
2012 

Davidson, Mary 
DioGuardi, Francis H, 
Iafollo, Marie A. 
McDannel, Leonard 
McDannel, Margaret 
Paris, Roger D. 
Sturges, Al 
Sturges, Barbara G. 
Tall Grass Arts Association 
 

2013 
Gallagher, James 
Gallagher, Marlene H. 
Joyce, John 
McCray, Alicia Rodman 
Tilley, William M. 
Park Forest Nurses Club 
 

2014 
Henkel, James 
Henkel, Ruth 
Mann, A. Wayne 
Medhurst, Ralph C. 
Medhurst, Terry J. 
Navid, Robert A. 
Navid, Ruth P. 
Pierce, Robert G. 
Rich East High School 

 2000 
Billig, Mrs. Steven *  
Gross, Harriet P.  *  
Knight, Jerry Arthur *  
Moore, D. Stanley *  
Moore, Janice S.  
Schechter, I.E. “Pappy” 
Smart, Robert C. 
Utes, Warren 
Walker, Rita C. 
 

   2001  

Kelly, F. Patrick  
Leinberger, Hugo 
McLeod, J. Ron * 
Morrissey, John L.  
Singerman, Mayer *  
Singerman, Peggie  
Teshima, Harry 
 

                   2002   

Colson, Dorothy  
Hill, Doris F. *  
Hill, John 
Lawrence, Bo *  
Lawrence, Helen  
Thayil, Shanti C. 

 
2003 

Johnson, Ralph Gordon 
Lachmann, Rudy   
O’Neill, Georgia 
Osterling, Blaine “Bud”  * 
Osterling, Hope 
Peterman, Frederick W. * 
Taradash, George 
 
 

2004 
Bennett, Richard Marsh ** 
Falk, Gretchen 
Hamby, William I. * 
Johnson, A. Oscar 
McDonnell, Betty L. 
Oliver, Florence 
Star, Dorothy Rubin 
Star, Jack * 
 

2005  
Brooks, Robert 
Collins, Norma 
Lohr, Judy 
Maeyama, Robert “Bob” 
Mathews, Jerry 
Moore, Patricia 
 

  2006  

Hauge, Keith 
Muchnik, Janet R. 
Muchnik, Mel 
Steinmetz, Jane  
Steinmetz, Jon 
Van Horn III, Alfred “Al" 
 

2007 
McCall, Mary 
Nicoll, Jane (Stover) 
O’Sullivan, The Rev. Daniel 
Saul, Anna T. 
Saul, James D. ** 
Townsend, George 
Townsend, Theresa “Terry”  

              HALL OF FAME MEMBERS                HALL OF FAME MEMBERS 


