Park Forest Local History Collection and Archive
Highlights of the Collection
87-4-1 Original 16mm film of Early Park Forest including footage of the opening party for the Holiday Theatre, of children playing on duckboards and of pavement being laid in the court.

87-5-1 Original 16mm film, “1948 Park Forest,” from Carroll Sweet, Jr.

Contents:  Beginning of construction and a few minutes of Tent Meeting of November 27, 1948.  Picnic scenes of last picnic held on Indian Wood Golf Course before the grass was stripped and sold for sod.  Carroll F. Sweet, Jr. talks about this in his OH interview and/ or his book.

96-1  “Analysis in Wonderland” materials:  Scores, librettos, master copies of audiotapes, playbills, etc., from the musical written about Park Forest by professional musicians and actors and performed by Park Forest Playhouse in 1954.  Participants included Jerry Myrow and Bernie Kuby.

Sanborn Map of Park Forest, 1951.  Insurance maps of the village with detailed information on housing stock.

Park Forest Playhouse scrapbooks, very large, from productions done in the 1950s, including “Analysis in Wonderland.”

1 Ledger book from Carroll F. Sweet, Jr. or started by him or from Tom McDade. 

Unaccessioned.  Contains dates of when buildings were occupied, by areas, etc.

30 lantern slides from Carroll F. Sweet, Jr. containing images of the early Aquacenter, one of his daughters diving, and other scenes.  Can be digitally scanned.

Two file cabinets in the reference area contain 270 file folders on topics like Park Forest—Shopping Centers, with sub files on each incarnation of the shopping center.

There are files  on American Community Builders, Architecture, Housing, Memoirs, Stores, Theatres, Churches and Religion. Park Forest—History has subdivisions for each decade to catch stories typical of the decades of the village’s existence.  Park Forest—Biography contains articles from local and Chicago papers and sometimes from Wall Street Journal or other publications on Park Foresters.  

32 Bound volumes of Oral History transcripts of ca. 26 interviews.  Robert Dinerstein and Berrnard Cunningham’s transcripts are in multiple volumes, ca. 5-6  volumes each.

Park Forest African American Pioneers:  When and How we Entered, 1958-1968. R977.31 Sco.
“Where Thistles Grew Before.”  By Carroll F. Sweet, Jr. 22pp.  1948-49?

Press releases on Park Forest written by Bozell and Jacobs public relations firm, with photographs of the Board of Directors and early employees of American Community Builders.  R977.31 Swe.  Photocopy.  Original in archives.

The Park Forest Album.  By American Community Builders.  1948.  16 pp.  Early pre-construction photos and construction photos from 1947-1948.  R977.31 Par. Photocopy.   Original in archives.

Social and Demographic Change Park Forest, Ill. 1950-1980.  By Jack Harkins.  25 pp. and reference tables.  Compilation and comparison of U.S. Census Bureau statistics by decade.  Written as a thesis project.  1989.  R973.31 Hor pb.
